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version 1.0 in association with Tamarama Rock Surfers and Paul Dwyer presents:

The Bougainville Photoplay Project

A slide show with fireside chat

Devised and performed by Paul Dwyer

Directed by David Williams

Video artist Sean Bacon

Technical production Russell Emerson

“... Dwyer weaves personal stories, historical documentary and ethnographic academic research into a performance that is never predictable, unfolding intimate reflections that quietly impart their deeper connections...” RealTime

Following on from the success of the provocative and unsettling This Kind of Ruckus, version 1.0 in association with Tamarama Rock Surfers presents Paul Dwyer’s The Bougainville Photoplay Project – an intimate performance that highlights the moral and ethical commitments binding Australians and the people of Bougainville (PNG) in the wake of a brutal civil war.

Academic, writer and performer Paul Dwyer retraces three journeys made by his father, Dr Allan Dwyer, a world-renowned orthopaedic surgeon, who visited Bougainville during the 1960s, working pro bono and helping to heal dozens of crippled children. These stories become entwined with the larger narrative of Australia’s colonial enterprise in the years following: the opening of the giant Panguna copper mine, environmental devastation and Bougainvillean resistance, a war that cost the lives of up to 20,000 people. Since 2004, Paul Dwyer has been making his own journeys to Bougainville, conducting research on the post-war reconciliation process and picking up the threads of those encounters between his father and the Bougainvillean children he once operated on.

“Jack shows me the ankle my father repaired almost 40 years ago. There’s another, deeper scar further up the leg about which I ask. ‘PNG Defence Force,’ he explains, then pauses… ‘Australian bullets.’”

A monologue performance which deftly combines field notes, oral history, a crash course in pidgin English, reconstructions of complex surgical procedures, letters, diaries, slides, Super-8 film and video installation, this is politics and performance at its most personal.
www.versiononepointzero.com
14–31 Oct, 2009, 8pm Tue–Sat, 5pm Sunday, Preview 13 Oct, 2009 8pm
Bookings: rocksurfers.org or 1300 438 849Preview/Cheap Tuesday: $17 or $25 Beer, Laksa and Show. 
Every other day: Concession $21, Adult $29, and $35 Beer, Laksa and Show

The TRS  Old Fitzroy Theatre, Corner of Cathedral and Dowling Streets, Woolloomooloo​

Media Enquiries to Nicole Barakat:
media@versiononepointzero.com or 0401 599 593
Artist Biographies

Sean Bacon studied video & visual arts, graduating with Honours in 1998. He worked with the French Dance company Experience Harmaat (2000-2), and their collaboration Nobody Nevermind opened the performance section of the prestigious Venice Biennial (2001).  Other works include a solo show, Collective, (Cast Gallery, Hobart), a group show Brilliant Refraction (Cube 37, Melbourne), and a collaborative performance installation Sleeplessness (Performance Space 2003). In 2005 he undertook a 3-month residency at the Australia Council’s Green Street Studios in New York. He was the video artist on version 1.0’s Deeply offensive and utterly untrue, and The Wages of Spin.

Dr Paul Dwyer holds a Diplôme d’Etudes Approfondies in theatre from the University of Paris-8 and a PhD in Performance Studies from Sydney University where he is Chair of Department. He is currently working on an ARC-funded study of restorative justice conferencing in NSW. As a performer/director he has previously worked with youth and community theatre companies such as MRPG, Freewheels and Shopfront. For version 1.0, Paul has been the dramaturge on Deeply offensive and utterly untrue, From a distance..., The Wages of Spin, and CMI (A Certain Maritime Incident). In 2007, he toured The Bougainville Photoplay Project to Haku, Monoitu, Sovele, Chabai and Buka Town (Bougainville) and Port Moresby. 

Russell Emerson is the Technical Director in the Department of Performance Studies, Sydney University. He has over thirty years professional experience working in theatre as a props maker, puppeteer, designer, video artist and production manager with a wide range of companies including Australian Theatre for Young People, Sydney Theatre Company, de Quincey Co. and version 1.0. 

David Williams is a performer, technician, director and writer. He has worked with Sidetrack, Sydney Theatre Company, Blast Theory, pvi collective, and Platform 27. Parallel to this, he has worked as a mechanist and flyman at the Sydney Opera House since 1997. David has an Honours degree from Theatre Nepean, and recently completed his PhD at UNSW. He is a founding member and company manager of version 1.0, and has co-devised and produced all of the company's work since 1998 including Deeply offensive and utterly untrue, The Wages of Spin, CMI (A Certain Maritime Incident), From a distance... and The second Last Supper.
About version 1.0: 




www.versiononepointzero.com


"A new type of political theatre that is based in serious research but is also mocking, subversive and fun." The Australian

 “Most theatre companies aim to give us a good night out. Version 1.0 goes the extra mile: it entertains, informs and then contributes to the betterment of our democracy.” The Sun Herald

"lights the way to the theatre of the future." The Age
version 1.0 makes performance through collaboration, investigating and also enacting democracy. We believe that if the personal is political, then the opposite is also true – the political is personal. We make political performance that is also intensely personal – human scale interventions into the body politic. We rarely make simple narratives, but instead create kaleidoscopic portraits of the contemporary world we inhabit. Previous performance works includes the widely acclaimed Deeply offensive and utterly untrue (2007), The Wages of Spin (2005 and national tour in 2006 for Mobile States), CMI (A Certain Maritime Incident) (2004), and The second Last Supper (2001). Founded in 1998, version 1.0 inc. is a not-for-profit association incorporated in NSW.

[image: image1.png]